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— Vith one mind, ſtriving together for the 


faith of the goſpel. 


| HAT religion is a matter of the ut- 
| [ moſt importance, is univerſally acknow- 
| | ledged; fince there is ſcarce a nation 
to be found, however barbarous and uncivili- 
zed, where ſome religious rites and ceremo- 


nies, of one kind or other, have not been eſta- 


bliſhed. This is an undoubted proof, that how- 


ever mankind may differ im political cuſtoms, ank 


faſhionable modes of behaviour; yet all, from 
reflection on the conſtitution and fabric of the 


univerſe, are naturally led to the belief of the 


exiſtence of one or more inviſible beings, 'who 
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reſide in the government of the world, though, 


having nothing more than the light of nature to 
direct them, in theit inquiries, many, and that 
by far the greateſt part, have fallen into abſurd 
notions concerning the nature and perfections of 
the Deity. We, who are favoured with a revela- 
tion from heaven ; who are not left to grope in the 
dark, having all the opportunities we could rea- 
ſonably deſire of better information in divine 
things; are wholly' inexcuſable, if ignorant of 
God, or of the worſhip and obedience that 
are due to him. But however clear and ſatis- 
factory the goſpel-revelation may be to us, Who 
are fully perſuaded of the truth and certainty of 
it, as a gift from God, and an inſtitution ap- 
pointed by him, to enlighten, ſanctify, and ſave 
our ſouls; yet to many who deſpiſe and reject its 
doctrines, it is the /avour of death. — Hence, 
thoſe who. have its intereſt ſincerely at heart, 
have always had juſt grounds of lamenting, that 
its influence and ſucceſs, even where it is taught 


in purity, and propagated with the utmoſt dili- 


gence, by its eſtabliſhed teachers, is but ſmall 
and ſnconſiderable, in producing a thorough re- 
formation in the lives of thoſe who make a pu- 
blic profeſſion of their faith in it. Its appear-, 


ance, beautiful and glorious as it was, in the 


primitive ages. of the church, when its profeſſors, 


With hearts conſcious of integrity, could appeal 


for the ſincerity of their faith to the holineſs of 
their 
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niable; and it is needleſs to diſſemble the matter. 
Iniquity does abound, and the love of many is 


waxing cold. Infidels inſult it amongſt ourſelves, | 
as an unneceſlary method of inſtructing the 


world; aſſerting, that the light of nature is ſuf- 
ficient of itſelf; and therefore ridicule its ſacred 
inſtitutions as a cunzingly-deviſed fable. O- 
thers, who own its authority, are cold and indif- 
ferent with regard to the concerns of the goſpel, 
having never felt the power of divine faith upon 
their minds, through inattention to the doctrines 
which it teaches, and want of an adequate con- 
viction of its importance; eſteeming the care 
of it the proper buſineſs of melancholy and 
ſuperſtitious minds, while they frequently in- 
dulge themſelves in a preſumptuous violation of 
its laws and precepts. Thus the Chriſtian reli- 
gion ſuffers as much from the vicious lives and 
unconcerned tempers of its profeſſed, though 
treacherous friends, as it does from the open 
attacks of its avowed enemies, who ſhelter their 
conduct under the ſpecious pretext of ſtanding 
upon. defence of the prerogatives of reaſon. 
This can ariſe from no other cauſe, than from 
the fal/e apprehenſions, or the faint and languid 
impreſſions of the doctrines of the goſpel, which 
many have on their minds; or elſe, from what 


is worſt of all, a ſecret diſhelief of its truth and 


their lives, wears now a diſmal look in compariſun = 
of what it did in thoſe days, — The ſact is unde- 


faith of the goſpel. 
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reality. That was the ſource of all the perſecu- 
tions that befel its firſt propagators ; and till is, 
of all the contradiction and oppoſition that is 
now made to it by its adverſaries. To ſtem this 
torrent, and to defend the Chriſtian faith, is, 
and ought to be the great concern of all who 
ſtudy conformity to the important ſolemn ad- 
monition delivered by the apoſtle Paul, while 
perſecuted, and in bonds, to the newly-convert- 
ed Philippians, in the pathetic words now read 
in your hearing; in which he encourages them 
to perſevere in the faith of the goſpel, againſt the 
ſeducements of ſuch as endeavoured to corrupt 
its purity, and the objections which thoſe were 
apt throw out againſt its doctrines, who, har- 
dened in unbelief, were proof againſt its impreſ- 

fions. He recommends to them, in particular, 
a conduct in life correſpondent to the goſpel, 
harmony and concord among themſelves, and un- 
animity in their. zealous efforts to preſerve and 
render the knowledge and influence of the Chri- 
ſtian faith as extenſive as poſſible, without being 
daunted by the oppoſition of their foes, who en- 
deavoured to put a ſtop to its progreſs by perſe- 
cution : Only let your converſation, ſays he, be 
as it becometh the goſpel of Chriſt ; that whe- 
ther I come and ſee you, or elſe be abſent, I may 
hear of your affairs, that ye ſtand faſt in one 
ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving together for the 
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Tux text, and occaſion of it, thus explained, 
in farther diſcourſing, it is * by divine 
aſſiſtan e, 

- 1. In the fir ſt place, To inquire into the princi- 
pal cauſes of that oppoſition that formerly obſtruct- 
ed, and no obſtructs, the ſucceſs and influence of 
the faith of the goſpel upon the minds of mankind. 

2. Secondly, Show, That the truths of the go- 
ſpel; when rightly underſtood, and duly attended 
to, have a moral tendency to remove theſe obſtruc- 
tions; which lays a reaſonable foundation for us to 


hope, that our endeavours in ſtriving to promote 
the knowledge of it in the world will be ſucceſsful. 


I. FixsT, then, I am to inquire into the 
principal cauſes of' that oppoſition that formerly 
obſtructed, and now obſtructs, the ſucceſs and 
influence of the faith of the goſpel upon — 
| — of mankind. 

The improvement of the mind in the 8 
ledge of religion, and the practice of virtue, is 
a duty incumbent upon all ; ſince it is the deſign 
and intention of God, in beftowing upon us rea- 
ſon and underſtanding, that mankind being fur- 
niſhed with ſuch powers and faculties, might be 
in a capacity to live up to the dignity of their 
natures :' from whence it may be juſtly inferred, 
that the miſimprovement of our minds ariſes ei- 
ther from our inſenſibility of that dignity to which 
we are raiſed by theſe noble endowments ; or 
212 a 
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a ſtrange corruption. of heart, let the original 
ſource. of that corruption be what it will, by 


Which we are led to miſplace our affections. 


Theſe, though neceſſary, as conſtituent princi- 
ples in the human frame, and highly uſeful, 
when engaged in the ſervice of religion and vir- 
tue; yet when, as often they are, by the 
ſtrength of inward corruption, and the force of 
temptations from without, ſet upon improper 
objects, they greatly vitiate the heart. — By fa- 
tal experience we now feel them to be the over- 
ruling principles of our actions; and after re- 
flecting upon what paſſes within ourſelves, find 
them to have a conſiderable influence upon our 
intellectual powers, in forming dur notions and 
opinions, and conſequently upon the moral ſtate 
of our minds. | | e 

It is from the diſtracted ſtate of the heart, 
vented in the exceſſive indulgence of the animal 
appetites and paſſions, that the oppoſition to the 
faith of the goſpel moſtly proceeds. We early 
contract an acquaintance with the objects of 
ſenſe, and learn ſuch wild and extravagant aſſo- 
ciations of ideas, that our heads are filled with 
fantaſtical notions, previous to our forming a 
rational and deliberate judgment about them ; 
which receive additional ſtrength from the ex. 
ample of others around us, who are bent upon 
the purſuit of thoſe imaginary pleaſures which 
ſenſe and fancy value at the higheſt rate. Such 
- are 
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105 riches, honours, and pleaſures or this | 
world, with its fleeting enjoyments; things 
that deſerve no regard for themſelves, but only 
in us fur as they are conducive to make our ſta» 
tion here agreeable, and our journey through 
life eaſy and comfortable. Notwithſtanding, it 
is obviouſly diſcerned, that they are immode- 
rately eſteemed by the bulk of mankind, who, 
intoxicated with deluſive - ſenſual oracificati ons, 
contemn the gracious tenders of the goſpel, and 
reje its truths, becauſe they require abſtradtion 
of thought, and purity of heart, before they can 
be perceived in their full force and importance. 
This muſt, and cannot but be a painful and irk- 
ſome taſk to thoſe, ho, ſunk beneath the dig- 
nity of their rational hatures, ſuffer preſent and 
temporal things to occupy ſolely the attention 
of their minds; and look upon the ſpiritual ob- 
jects which the faith f the goſpel propoſes to 
their conſideration as too diſtant from the feel» 
ings of ſenſe, and by no means fitted to pleaſe 
worldly views, and indulge ſenſual inclinations, 
in which their fouls, deeply immerſed, are de- 
tained under the moſt .deplorable bondage. 
Hence ſays the apoſtle Paul, who devoted his la- 
bours wholly to promote the knowledge and in- 
ffluence of the Chriſtian faith, by the manifeſta- 
tion of its truth to every man's conſcience, If 
our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are loft ; 
in whom the god of this world hath blinded the 
: | B | minds 


1220 
minds of them which believe not, leſt the light ef 
the glorious goſpel ſbould ſhine unto them (a). 

- Beſides, it neceſſarily happens, when the "tal 
ance of power is not equally poiſed among the 
affections, under the government of reaſon; that 
the peace, order, and harmony, that was at. firſt 
eſtabliſhed in the mind, muſt be broke. Then the 
ſoul, haraſſed by the mutinies, and divided by 
the fierce contentions, that ſubſiſt in it, When 
each of its impetuous luſts and paſſions are pur+ 
ſuing different objects and contrary meafures, 
mult {uffer a great diminution in its natural vis 
gour and abilities. From thence reſults a t 
neſs that feſters upon the intellectual powers, 
ſpreads its infection gradually over the faculties 
of the ſoul, always operates, and increaſes its 
progreſs in proportion to the prevailing quality 
of the guilty paſſions and appetites indulged, 
Theſe, having obtained the maſtery of the heart, 
caſt a gloom over the mind, and darken the un- 
derſtanding, chat it cannot view the truths of 
the goſpel in an impartial light; nor in any o- 
ther manner than what theſe paſſions and affec - 
tions repreſent them. This begets an averſion 
to every thing that oppoſes itſelf to the bias 
and ſtrong propenſities of our nature; and never 
fails to produce a perverſeneſs of temper, that 


inſenſibly hardens and fortifies the mind Va | 
all reaſonable means of convietion. 


(s) 2 Cor. iv. 4. 


u 1] 
But this is not all + It is to be obſerved fur- 


ther, that irregular paſſions and appetites, when 
habirually' indulged, do not only, by the con- 
fulion and diſorder they raiſe within the ſoul, 
extinguiſh and -obſcure the light of reaſon, but 
alſo ſap and undermine the foundation of good- 
neſs and moral rectitude in the heart. The conſe- 
quence of which is, an incurable blindneſs and 
hardneſs, that cannot be wrought upon nor o- 
vercome by any evidence, however bright and 
perſpicuous in itſelf, however attractive and 
convincing to minds purified from the love of 
vice, and ſet at liberty, through obedience to 
the truth, from the infectious power of inward 
corruption. The ſun may ſhine in its meridian 
ſplendor, and diſplay the whole beauties of the 
viſible creation around us; but if our ſight is 
dimmed, or our eyes blinded, with rancorous 
| humours, our attention to them will be ſmall; 
and the pleaſure they afford, however great and 
raviſhing to others, little to us, who cannot en- 
dure the brightneſs of the light that diſcovers 
them. This was the preciſe caſe when our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, the Sun of righteouſneſs, aroſe upon. 
the world with healing in his wings, to he a 
light to the gentiles, and the glory of his people 
ifrael. (a) The light ſhined in darkneſs, but 
the darkneſs comprehended it not : — He came to 
his own, but his own received him not. — His 


« tha {s) Jchn i. 5. 11. 
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whole life was one continued ſcene of bencvo- 
lent and beneficent actions, ſpent in teaching; 
in Jeruſalem and the villages of Judea, the ſub- 
lime doctrines he had in commiſſion from his 


Father to deliver to the world; and in working 
miracles, that were as great demonſtrations of 
his goodneſs, as they were undoubted proofs of 


his authority, as a teacher ſent from God: yet 


hearing they did hear, but did mot underſtand ; 
and ſeeing they did ſee, but did not perceive. : 

Such was the general ſtate, ſuch the prevail- 
ing temper of the Jews in our Saviour's days; 


whole hearts were waxed groſs,: and ears were 


dull of hearing, having cloſed their eyes, leſt 
at any time they ſhould ſee with their eyes, and 


hear with their ears, and ſo underſtand with 


their heart, and ſhould be converted (a); — 
thus ſtopping the avenues of conviction, that 
they might remain in unbelief, and be undiſturb- 
ed in the poſſeſſion of their darling h and 


guilty pleaſures *. 
__ - Such, 


(a) Marth, xiii. 14. 15. 

» That the Jews were become extremely ales: we have 
the vitmoſt reaſon to believe, if the teſtimony of their own hiſts- 
rian is to be credited; who does not ſcruple to aver, That to give 
an account of their immoral practices would be endlefs ; but that 
it was ſufficient to ſay, that there never was a city, meaning Je» 
ruſalem, which ſuffered ſuch miferies, nor a race of men from 
the beginning of the world who fo abounded in wickedneſs ; and 
that he verily believed, that if the Romans had delayed to deſtroy 
theſe proſſigate wretches, the city would have been ſwallowed up 


HS 


. Such; likewiſe, was the ſituation of the Hes 


theis) when the apoſtles and firſt preachers of 
the goſpel went forth; in obedience, to his com- 
mand, to inſtru them in his religion; and ſtil 
will be with the perverſely obſtinate and incre» 
dulous part of mankind, who, fond of the plea- 
ſures that ſpring from animal appetites, and in- 
veigled in the ſervice of impure paſſions, that 


have fixed their dominion in the heart, by cu- 


ſtomary indulgence and habitual gratification, 
will never, without the utmoſt reluctance, ſub- 
mit to the faith of the goſpel; whoſe doctrines 
enjoin the ſtricteſt purity in the ſoul; and require, 
as the terms of admiſſion to the everlaſting hap- 


pineſs it promiſes in an after-ſtate, - a patient 


continuance in well-doing, — meekneſs, ſelf-de- 
nial, taking up the croſs, —forgiveneſs of injuries, 


humility, contentment, patience, and reſignation . 


to the will of God, under all the yarious calamities 


and diſaſters of human life. Hard theſe; and diffi. 


cult duties to the carnal mind, that is enmity as 
gainſt God, and is not ſubject to his law ; nei- 
ther indeed can be (a). Hence that unfas. 
vourable reception, and that bitter oppoſition to 
the faith of the goſpel, among the Gentiles ; who. 


by the earth, or overwhelmed by the waters, or ſtruck with fire 
from heaven, as another Sodom: for it produced a far more im- 
pious generation than thoſe who * PD) Io 
J. J. lib. 5: et paſſime. 

(a) Rom. viii. 7. PL S145 ol 
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walked in the vanity of their minds, having the 
wnder/tanding: darkened, being alienated, from 
the life of Gad through the ignorance that was in 
them; who being paſt feeling, had given them. 
fetves over to laſciviouſneſs, to work all un- 
cleanneſs with greedine/s (a). On this account; 
the gods whom they adored were adorned; in 
their fooliſh imaginations, with the ' vices and 
paſſions. they themſelves were 'moſtly addicted 
to; and the notions of the vulgar concerning 
them much the ſame as the poets deſcribe them. 
The public rites and ceremonies of their religion 
were adapted more to pleaſe. the fancy, by exten 
rior pomp- and ſhow, and ſooth the corruption 
of their manners, than to mend their hearts, 
and improve their morals. What | impreſſion; 
then, could the pure and ſpiritual doctrines of 
the goſpel make upon their minds, whoſe judg · 
ments were ſo. groſsly perverted by the powers 
of vice and ſuperſtition? Surely, none, had 
not the power and excellency of this treaſure; 
which was NEE | to earthen veſſels, been 


of God. 
So impoſſible is it, as long as our natures con- 


tinue the ſame, that the higher faculties of the 


human mind can perform their office, in a free 
and independent manner, under the flavery of 
vice, and the fetters of corruption, when reaſon 
is diſarmed, and the whole man dead in fins 


(a) Eph. iv. 17. 18. 19. 


and 
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and treſpaſſes, loſt in the darkneſs of ignorahcs 
and vice, to all rational and manly enjoymentss 
ch vice weakens the underftatding, infas 
the judgment, and hinders it from diſs © 
cerning between truth and falſehood, eſpecially 
in moral and religious matters, Thus the na. 
tural man-receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of Cod, for they are fooliſhneſs unto him; nei, 
ther can he know them, for they are Jpirituall 1 
diſcerned (a). 9 
But, ſecondly, Corruption of ho is not the 
only cauſe that formerly obſtructed, and now ob» 
ſtructs, the ſucceſs and influence of the faith of 
the goſpel upon the minds of mankind ; bus 1! 
there is another, that ariſes from prejudice, which dl 
is as fatal and pernicious in its effects, and is 
perhaps of equal extent with the other, on which 
it depends. Prejudice is that mote which every 
one ſees in his brother's eye, whilſt he never re- 
gards the beam that is in his own. - Few or mone 
are free of it; nor indeed can any in this impers 
fect ſtate plead an entire exemption from its ju- 
riſdiction. No ſooner are we born, and our 
intellectual faculties ripened into ſome degrees 
of maturity, but we are in danger of g in, 
to its ſnares. In childhood and youth, infant 
reaſon is frequently overpowered by the cheats 
of ſenſe, and the vicious prepoſſeſſions of edu- 
cation. Theſe are more than a balance for truth, 


(4) 1 Cor. ü. 14. 


[216 ] 
and too ſtrong à match for evidence of any Wg 
to overcome. Such hold the principles of edu- 
cation take of our tender minds when forming, 
that, like the milk we ſuck for our rlouriſhment, 
they turn into a part of our conſtitution. So 
lively are their impreſſions, ſo deeply do they ri- 
vet themſelves, that the older they be, the ſtrong- 
er they grow, whence it is, an ever has been, found 
difficult to abjure them, after the moſt vi * 
efforts of reaſon. 

This was one fruitful ſource of ppg to 
the faith of the goſpel, with which it ſtruggled 
hard in its introduction * into the world, and 
which ſtill purſues it cloſe, in its various ſtages | 
of propagation. Our Saviour felt the eſſects of 
it, when he preached the kingdom of God on 
earth : his hearers were incapacitate, by its in- 
fluence, to receive his doctrines, though fre- 
quently couched in parables, to ſoften and mol- 
Hfy their minds. Even his diſciples could not 
bear many things which he had to ſay to them (a), 
that therefore were reſerved to the revelation of 
the Spirit of truth, who ſhould teach them all 
things. The apoſtles encountered it, when they 
attempted the converſion of the Jews, and the a- 
bolition of their ceremonies, and the ſubverſion 
of the idolatrous worſhip, and barbarous cu- 
org contra Celſum, lib. 2. P. 192 · Ed. Spenc. 5 Minutius 
Felix, cap. 5. Ed. Dav. 


(a) John xvi. 12. 13. 
ſtoms, 


"I 
ſtoms, of the Heathens, to which education had 
firmly attached both the one and the other. Some 
of whom, and theſe not a few, when become 
Chriſtians, retaining ſtill a ſtrong tincture of 
their firſt principles, endeavoured to introduce 
them into the faith of the goſpel, the one their 
rites and ceremonies, the other their philoſophi- 
cal tenets, to the perverſion of its purity and ſim- 
plicity ; which they had a like tendency to corrupt | 
and debaſe. As then, fo afterwards, this was | 


the occaſion of bitter ſtrife and diviſion, that 
greatly hindered its ſucceſs; and {till muſt, where 
ſuch prepoſſeſſions bias the minds, and command | 
the judgments of men; eſpecially if faſhion and 0 
intereſt unite to fix their eſtabliſhment. + 

' Theſe, for the moſt part, attend the other; | 
and are powerful vy the effects they operate upon © |, 
the human mind. When engaged in defence of ö 
the goſpel, they have ever made the outward 
profeſſion of it flouriſh, even though there was 
a conſumption in its vitals, and a viſible decay in 
its practice. On the contrary, when the current 
of both was on the fide of infidelity, no conſide- 
rations weighed more, or had a greater ſway, in 
ſecuring the minds of men in unbelief. Few 
have either virtue or ſtrength of mind to coun- 
teract and brave the force of ſuch ſenſible mo- 
tives. —— The Jews, the peculiar people of 
God, had been prepared, by a figurative difpen- 
ſat ion, and a long ſeries of prophecies, to expect 

C the 
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the coming of Chriſt; yet when they beheld the 
meanneſs of his appearance, and the reformation 
he intended by his doctrines, ſo repugnant to the 
faſhionable opinions and practices that then pre- 
vailed, venerable by cuſtom, and ſanctified by all 
the hypocritical airs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
they could not diſcern his character, nor be in- 
duced by his miracles to believe on him as the 
promiſed Meſſiah. This too was the fate of the 
Heathen nations, though groaning under groſs 
barbarity and ſuperſtition; of which reaſon, had 
it not been depreſſed and chained by ſuch fetters, 
vould have taught them the folly and abſurdity, 
Yet, animated by their rulers, and deluded by 
their prieſts, whole craft (a) was in danger, and 
whoſe intcreſt was deeply engaged in the conſe- 
quences; they raged, and ſet tkemſelves againſ? 
the Lord and his Anointed (b).' Thus faſhion and 
Intereſt conſpiring together, have ever been pre- 
valent in ſuppreſſing candour and ingenuity, and 
perverting the conſciences of men; who, mo- 
ved by them, have denied the faith; like thoſe 
among the chief rulers, who believed on Chriſt, 
but becauſe of the Phariſees, did not confeſs 


© him, leſt they ſhould be put out of the ſynagogue : 


for they loved the praiſe of men more than the 
praiſe of God (c), and become reſolute in their 
. oppoſition to it: Or elſe, like Demas, who loyed 


(a) Acts xix. 2). (b. Pſalms ii, 2. (e)) John xii. 42. 43. 
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the world, have acted contrary to their own con- 
viction, in departing from it and their duty. 

But theſe, though ſufficiently powerful in op- 
poſing the faith of the goſpel in a world lying in 

wickedneſs, have ſtill greater degrees of addi- 
tional ſtrength, when authority and antiquity 
Join their forces in combination with theirs. 
Prejudices from theſe have had their turns in do- 
mineering over the minds of men; and each of 
them, when carried to exceſs, have contributed 
their part in producing pernicious effects, that 
have both obſtructed and nigh overturned the 
Chriſtian faith. 

A laviſh dependence on the authority of o- 
thers, in matters of judgment, is frequently at- 
tended with obſtinate bigotry, that reſolves itſelf 
into a ſtiff oppoſition to the means of conviction. 
The Jewiſh rabbins, who taught for doctrines 
the commandments of men, by which they made 


void the law of God *, had their extravagant ad- 
mirers, 


Joſephus informs us, that they who were of the ſect of the 
Phariſees followed their guide, and thought it neceſſary to obſerve 
and contend for whatſoever he would command; and that the Sad- 
ducees, who ſet themſelves in oppoſition to them, when advanced to 
the office of magiſtrates, durſt not contradi& their traditional doc- 
trine , ſince otherwiſe they would not be endured by the multitude, 
among whom their authority was ſo great, that though they ſpake 
againſt the king or the high prieſt, they were preſently believed; 
Antig. J. 18. c. 2. J. 13. c. 18. Our Saviour charges them with 
the guilt of obſtruQing the ſucceſs of the goſpel; and proounces 
C 2 woes 
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mirers, and the famous philoſophers their implicit 
followers, who, blind to evidence, and deaf to the 
arguments of others, contended for the ſupport 
of their maſters opinions, not for the attainment 
of truth. Hence theſe queſtions among the 
Jews concerning our Saviour, Have any of the 
rulers, or any of the Phariſees, believed on him? 
though, with equal abſurdity, they might have 
pulled out their own eyes, that they might ſee 
better with the eyes of their leaders. — Fooliſh 
as this prejudice is, it greatly prevailed, as it 
ſtill does, where the underſtanding of others is 
ſet up for the infallible ſtandard of deciſion; and 
is always noxious, in blocking up the minds of 
its ſubmiſſive votaries in ignorance and error. 
Their conſciences are bound, not by their own, 
but by the perſuaſions of others ; founded, per- 
haps, on tradition, or the belief of their ance- 
ſtors, whoſe principles, like their- fortunes, 
often devolve. in- ſucceſſion to their poſterity. 
—— Hence the religious doctrines of one age, 
faithfully tranſmitted to another, have acquired 
the falſe luſtre of antiquity, which oft deceives 
ſimple and unwary men, who ground their opi- 
nions, not ſo much upon rational inquiries, as 
upon the length of time they have obtained cre- 
dit and poſſeſſion in the world. On this ac- 


woes againſt them for hurting up the kingdom of heaven againſt 
men, whilſt they went not in themſelves, neither ſuffered them 
that were entering * Matth. xxiii. 13. 

count, 


9 
count, any alteratjon that was attempted, was 
ever ſuſpected, and often repulſed, by the yul- 
gar, with the utmoſt virulence; and any refor- 
mation to the better, looked upon as a deſperate 
enterpriſe by the wiſer and more diſcerning per- 


ſons among the Heathens. Friends to truth, yet 


timorous, and apprehenſive of the conſequences 
that might follow from divulging it, they con- 
cealed what knowledge they had of it in un- 
righteouſneſs, keeping their ſentiments to them- 
ſelves, or elſe. diſcloſing them to a few, while 
they, publicly and openly, complied with the e- 
{tabliſhed errors and ſuperſtition. of their coun- 

From this foundation of ignorance and error, 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, and thoſe who ſucceeded 
them in propagating the faith of the goſpel, met- 


with the moſt vigorous oppoſition. The Jews, 


to whom pertained the adoption, the glory and 
the covenants, and the giving of the law (a), 
believed that their law was unchangeable *; and 


(a) Rom. ix. 4. 
The accuſation againſt Stephen was, That he taught, that 
the Moſaic rites and ceremenies were to be aboliſhed, and the 
temple-ſervice to undergo a change: We have heard him ſay,” 
ſaid his accuſers, ( that this Jeſus of Nazareth ſhall deſtroy this 


« place, and ſhall change the cuſtoms which Moſes delivered us; 


Acts vi. 14. And the charge brought againſt the Apoſtle Paul by 
the Aſiatic Jews, when they ſeized upon him in the temple; was 
of the like nature: © The Jews which were of Aſia, when they 
te ſaw him in the temple, ſtirred up all the people, aud laid hands 
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that they only were, and could be the houſehold 
of God, becauſe they were the poſterity of A- 


braham. —— The Heathens, fully perſuaded of 
the political wiſdom of their anceſtors, looked 
upon the doctrines of the goſpel as a ſtrange inno- 
vation, and a high encroachment upon their own 
ern principles, and thoſe of their forefa- 


6e on him, crying out, Men of Iſrael, help: this is the man that 
c teacheth all men every where againſt the people, and the law, 
“e and this place: and farther, brought Greeks alſo into the 
de temple, and hath polluted this holy place; Achs xxi 27. 28. 
This prejudice, which was fo ſtrong then, is no leſs now among 
the modern Jews, who have made the perpetuity and unchange- 
ableneſs of the Moſaic law an article of their creed, expreſſed in 
this manner: © I firmly believe, that this law will never be 
&« changed; and that the Creator, bleſſed be his holy name, will 
te never give another; Buxt. de Syn. Jud. c. 1. p. 4. The 
Heathens were as much devoted to their falſe religion, and plead- 
ed antiquity in favour of it, and in ſupport of their idolatrous cu- 
ſtoms, that were eſtabliſhed by the authority of their laws. 
When Silas and Paul, at Philippi, were brought before the magi - 
2 the crime charged upon them was, © That theſe men ex- 
&* ceedingly trouble our city, and teach cuſtoms which are not 

& lawful for us to receive, neither to obſerve, being Romans.“ 

At Athens, when the apoſtle diſputed with the Epicureans and 

Stoics, they looked upon him “ to be a ſetter forth of ſtrange 

ec pods; becauſe he preached to them Jeſus and the reſurrection: 
and therefore brought him before their higheſt court of judicature, 
ſaying, © May we know, what this new doctrine, whereof thou 

ce ſpeakeſt, is?” As xvii. 18. 19. The novelty. of the Chriſtian 

religion was ſtrongly urged by the Heathens, long after the a- 

poſtles times; againſt the reception of it in the world; Orig contra 

Celſum, lib. 1. p. 21. Arnobius, lib. 2. p. 92.; Lat. . 2. 
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thers. Theſe, they thought, they could not re- 
linquiſh, without committing the greateſt out- 
rage upon their memories, and violence upon 
themſelves; and therefore were furious, and un- 
wearied, in their endeavours, by all the methods 


of cruelty and perſecution, to ſuppreſs the pu- 


blication of Chriſtianity, as a novelty unheard of, 


and unknown in former ages ; that turned the. 
world upſide down (a). They could not endure 


the repealing their ancient laws and cuſtoms, 
which they and their political rulers judged to 


be ſo eſſentially connected with the proſperity 
and ſtanding of their ſeveral ſtates and govern-. 


ments, that the diſſolution” and overthrow of 
the one would neceſſarily enſue upon the ſubver- 
ſion of the other. 


But antiquity, which ſo much pleaſes, and re- 
commends principles and practices to ſome, is as 
diſguſting to others; whom novelty, and an am- 
 bition of diſtinguiſhing themſelves, like Dio- 
trephes, who loved the pre-eminence, renders : 
fickle and unſtable. Theſe, having itching ears, 


cannot endure ſound doctrine; but after their 
own luſts heap to themſelves teachers (b) ; who 
by the ſubtilty of their inventions, turn the. go- 


ſpel into fable, and its doctrines into fiction. By 


this means, errors and hereſies are formed, that 
always tarniſh the luſtre, and, in a greater or 
leſſer degree, obſtruct the influence, and hinder 


(a) Adds xvii. 6. (6) 2 Tim. iv. 3. 


_ 
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the ſucceſs of the goſpel; the truth of whoſe 
doctrines, as not ſubject to the alterations and 
decays of time, does not depend upon ſuch pre- 
carious circumſtances as antiquity and novelty ; 
and therefore can neither be the better nor the 
worſe for being of an ancient or modern date. 
But of all prejudices, the moſt fatal, and the 
moſt pernicious to the faith of the goſpel amongſt 
us, is that which proceeds from an affectation 
of ſingularity, and pride of ſuperior underſtand- 
ing, founded upon ſelf-ſufficiency, and a con- 
ceited notion of our own abilities. Towering 
and ſwelling thoughts of one's ſelf, cauſe men 
pride themſelves in their underſtanding. This is 
evidently the caſe, when any place ſuch a power 
in reaſon as to think nothing too myſterious for 
them ; or when they entertain a ſceptical genius, 
that can find certainty in nothing, and keeps the 
mind in perpetual ſuſpenſe ; with-holding its aſ- 
ſent from doctrines, when the evidence of 
their truth is proportioned to the nature and qua- 
lity of the things propounded as the objects of 
belief; and therefore indubitable, though not 
infallible. Both theſe are equally dangerous and 
unſurmountable obſtacles to the ſucceſs and in- 
fluence of the goſpel. When the mind is inſpi- 
red with an immoderate eſteem of reaſon, we 
are apt either to neglect the right improvement 
of it, or elſe extend its pretenſions beyond juſt 


limits. -The conſequence of the one is a vain 
curioſity, 


ha W 


turloſity, and a fruitleſs deſire of attaining degrees | 


of perſpicuity, in matters not capable of it, that 
are no wiſe neceſſary in our preſent circum- 
ſtances. The other hath a tendency to diſcourage 
us from inquiring into or embracing any doctrines 
as certain; and ſo produces, as its natural effect, 
a wavering ſceptical diſpoſition, that never fails 
to ſtart difficulties againſt believing, though the 
evidence have all the moral certainty that ought 
to determine the judgment of fair, and impar- 
tial inquirers, when nothing is found in the op- 
+ poſite ſcale to 'pteponderate. ' If ſuch high de- 


grees of probability are diſregarded, _mankind 


mult bewilder themſelves in endleſs and extrava- 


gant ſpeculations, that can never bring home 
conviction to their minds, nor ſerve any valuable 


purpoſe. _ 


| Theſe are ſome of the aan cauſes that, 1 
former ages, obſtructed the ſucceſs and influence 
of the faith of the goſpel, and were the ſources | 


of thoſe furious perſecutions that were ſet, on 


foot, to prevent the propagation of it in the 


b 8 by the Je ys, to whom it was a Rtumbling- 
block, and a rock of offence ; and the Greeks, who 
eſteemed it fooliſhneſs (a) And' ſtill they are 
as effectual, when the ſame glorious cauſe is un- 
dertaken, at home or abroad, in vailing the truth, 


and obſcuring the underſtanding of infidels ; _ | 


- reject its evidence, and hate its light, leſt their 


(a) 1 Cor. i. 23. 13 1 
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Adds ſhould be ww; while their paſſiorts 


and affections, like the humours of the body, 
to receive a malignant influence, infect 


their judgments by the baneful force of preju- 
dice, and imprint a wrong bias on their wills, 


that never fails to betray their reaſon. For this 
is the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkneſs rather than light, 
becauſe their deeds were evil (a). Which 
leads me to, | [912-6 


Il. Txz ſecond thing propoſed, viz. To ſhow, 
That the doctrines of the goſpel, when rightly 
underſtood, and duly attended to, have a moral 
tendency to remove the obſtructions of its. pro- 
pagation ; which lays a reaſonable foundation for 
us to hope, that our endeavours, in ſtriving to 
promote the knowledge of it in the world, will 


be ſucceſsful. 


Did the doctrines which the Chriſtian igion 
reveals, gain that attention, and had they that in- 


fluence, Which, on account of their excellency 
and importance, they deſerve, oppoſition from 


corruption of heart would ſoon diſappear, and 
infidelity itſelf be aſhamed to lift up its head. 
Thoſe evil paſſions and affections, that have ſuch 
a powerful ſway over the underſtanding ; that 


now make the {lighteſt evaſions paſs for conclu- 
five arguments, and render obſcure the bright 


(a. John iii. 19. 
21 and 


E. 2 T 
and illuſtrious evidences of the goſpel; would 
ſoon loſe their forte, and be fubdued to the obe- 
dience f faith. What doctrines are there that 
have a greater tendency, or can be more eſſectual, 
for rooting out the ſeeds of vice and corruption 
from the human heart, than the pure and ſublime 
doctrines of the Chriſtian religion? 

The truths it delivers concerning the nature 
aud perfections of God, are rational and ſublime, 
and ſuch as have been confirmed by the ſenti- 
ments of the wiſeſt and beſt men in every age, 
and are perfectly agreeable to the dictates of pure 
and uncorrupted reaſon. It repreſents God as 
the Omnipotent Creator and Supreme Governor 
of the world ; who, as he formed all things at 
firſt, (till directs them, though inviſible to the 
bodily eye, according to the rules of his urierting 
wiſdom, and boundleſs goodneſs. Theſe, as the 
Lord of univerſal nature, and the Father of man- 

kind, he extends to all the workmanthip of his 
hands; though in a peculiar manner to the hu- 
man race, as his offspring, formed after his i- 
mage. The. goſpel imprints upon our minds 
the profoundeſt reverence and veneration for 
God, as the moſt ' adorable and amiable being, 
who is poſſeſſed of all poſſible perfections, in 
whom centres the ſum and comprehenſion of all 
moral excellency ; by which he is infinitely exalt- 
ed above all reach of thought, or the underſtand- 
ing of the moſt intelligent orders among his 

| D 2 creatures; 
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creatures; over whom he reigns; as the King im- 
mortal, and the onl wiſe Cod, who inhabits e- 
ternity, with unlimited power; always conducted 
by the moſt impartial juſtice, and invariable e- 
quity. In his ſight all our actions are naked 
and open, as he is every where preſent, know- 
ing our hearts, and ſearching the moſt ſecret 
thoughts that lurk in the retired corners of our 


j minds; while he is no reſpecter of perſons; but 


Jooks with approbation only upon thoſe who in 
every nation fear him, and work righteouſneſs ; 


Js abhors ſin and wickedneſs, as contrary to his na- 


ture; and cannot behold. ſinners, without the ut- 


i moſt deteſtation and diſpleaſure. 


1 The religious worſhip and ſervice it exhibits as 
| moſt warthy and acceptable to God, it deſcribes as 
conſiſting, not in external pomp and ceremonies, 
but in right apprehenſions of his nature, imita- 
tion of his moral perfections, and ſuitable ex- 


| preſſions of our truſt and dependence upon him, 


by prayer and praiſes, accompanied with upright- 
neſs of heart, and. integrity of life, reſulting 
from internal principles of virtue, exerting; their 


% happy influence upon our outward behaviour. 


The virtues it requires, and the duties it pre- 
ſcribes, by its precepts, are, love to God, obe- 
dience to his laws, patience and reſignation un- 
der all the diſpenſations of his providence, pu- 
| rity, meekneſs, humility, contentment, tempe- 
| rance and — with regard to ourſelves, ju- 
ſtice, 


F ; 
ſtice, fidelity, mercy and compaſſion, founded 
upon an inward principle of the moſt extenſive- 
and diffuſive benevolence, to our fellow-creatures, 
who partake of the ſame nature with ourſelves, 
and are the children of the ſame univerſal parent, 
whoſe tender mercies are over all his works. 
Virtues and duties theſe that proclaim the hea- 
venly extraction of the Chriſtian faith, while 
they refine our | polluted natures from the dregs 
of vice and ſenſuality, and rouſe our atten- 
tion to the purſuit of holineſs in heart and life, 
by engaging our affections, not only by their na- 
tive charms, as they are agreeable to the dictates 
of reaſon, but alſo as they are injoined by the 
expreſs authority of God, and inforced by the 
{ſtrongeſt ſanctions and moſt ſtriking motives. +: 
What can be more powerful motives to holi- 
neſs, than the eternal rewards and puniſhments . 
which the goſpel aſſures us are to be the conſe- 
quences.of a virtuous or vicious courſe of life, 
at the laſt day, when all ſhall appear to undergo 
a ſolemn trial, according to their deeds, before 
the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt * Certainly nothing 
could be deviſed better, to ſecure obedience to 
theſe laws, that are holy, juſt, and good; no- 
thing that could allay ſo much the ferment of 
guilty paſſions, and reſtrain the impetuous mo- 
tions of animal appetites; nor indeed can we 
conceive any thing that could have made ſuch vi- 
gorous impreſſions upon our hopes and fears, and 
\/ at 
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at the ſame time have been conſiſtent with the 
freedom of our wills, in a ſtate of trial and pro- 
bation. 

But as nobler motives can work upon the heart 
of man, the Chriſtian religion has ſtill in reſerve 
the moſt engaging inducements, that will be 
more than perſuaſives to generous minds. It re- 
preſents the practice of all the moral virtues and 
duties, ſo illuſtriouſly exemplified in the life of 
its author, and ſo induſtriouſly taught by his doc- 
trines and precepts, as the end of the goſpel-in- 
ſtitution; nay, as one grand deſign for which the 
Son of God was incarnate in the likeneſs of men, 

took upon him the form of a ſervant, and became 
obedient to the death of the croſs. And ſurely the 
conſideration of God's unparallelled love, and 
the aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion of Chriſt, muſt be 
powerful arguments with us to purify ourſelves 
from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit ; — 
fuch as pride, ambition, the love of the world, 
and its pleaſures, and a deſire of vain-glory; in 
fine, every wicked affection that can blunt and 
the inward diſcernment of the ſoul, or 
render the mind averſe to the faith of the goſpel, 
and the practice of its duties. To this what 
incitement can there be, ſo adapted to the frailty 
of our ſtate, and ſo ſuited to our preſent condi- 
tion, as the certain aſſurance the goſpel gives us 
of God's paternal care and love towards us in e- 
very circumſtance of life, and his unconfined mer- 


tw) 


ey through chrit, in the adapts of ens hp 
vices, and the forgiveneſs of our ſins, upon the 
eaſy conditions of faith and repentance ; joined 
with his unwearied patience, who waits our 
return, and ſets before us the hopes of an im- 
mortal and never-fading crown of glory, to ani- 
mate our endeavours in a conſtant courſe of obe- 
dience ? To this may be added, the acceſs he 
allows to the throne of his grace, and the gift 
of his Spirit, which he promiſes to beſtow upon 
them who ſincerely aſk him; whoſe office it is, to 
enlighten our  niderſtandings. with the know- 
ledge of divine truths, and form our hearts into 
'a God-like temper, while he works in us both to 
ill and to do. This is that comprehenſive en- 
largement of mind, called in ſcripture, the li- 
berty of the ſons of God; the privilege only of 
thoſe who, through obedicrice to the faith of the 
© goſhel, are made free from in, and become ſer- 
'vants to Cod, having their fruit unto holineſs, 
and the end everlaſting life (a). But, in 
The ſecond place, The divine truths and doc- 
trines which the faith of the goſpel teaches, if 
rightly underſtood, and duly attended to, have 
not only a moral tendency to remove corruption 
of heart, but alſo to diſengage the mind from 
the diſmal eſſects of prejudice ; as they propoſe 
the example of Chriſt as the object of univerſal 
imitation to mankind, and enforce the 3 


() Rom. vi. 22. 
tion 


1 
tion to it in the ſtrongeſt and moſt perſuaſive 
| manner. The pattern which, the bleſſed Jeſus 
ö ſet before us is the beſt illuſtration of the doc- 
f trines he taught; as it evidences how reaſonable 
and practicable they are, and ſets forth the beauty 
of holineſs in the moſt lively colours, to per- 
ſuade us to go and do likewiſe. Was the illu- 
ſtrious character and example of the author of 
our religion, the particulars of Which are left 
on record by thoſe who were eye- witneſſes of his 
conduct, ſtudied and conſidered, with a beco- 
ming attention, as the moſt complete model of 
all human perfection; prejudices from the vicious 
principles of education, faſhion, intereſt, autho- 
rity, antiquity, and novelty, that have been, 
and are ſo fatal in their influence, by blending 
error, and rivetting falſehood on the minds of 
men, under the ſpecious appearance of truth, 
could never determine the judgments of any in a 
fixed oppoſition to the faith of the goſpel. In 
this reſpect, our Saviour ſays juſtly of himſelf, _ 
I am the light of the world : he that followeth 
me, ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the 
light of life (a). 
From the hiſtory of his life, we find, that he 
taught the way of God truly, and did not regard 
the perſons of men (b) ; forbidding his diſciples 
to aſſume the title of Rabbies (c), and own * 


(a) John viii. 12. (3) Mark xii. 14. 
(e) Matth. xxili. 8, 9. 10. 
bs | authority - 
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authority of any as infallible, and, however much 


eſteemed and regarded in point of knowledge and 


learning,. as fathers and maſters on earth. He 
er, therefore, claimed an implicit belief in his 
octrines, but referred, for the truth of his preten- 
ſions, to the evidence of miracles and the ancient 
prophecies. Nor did he receive the opinions 
of others upon the ſcore of faſhion, intereſt, au- 
thority, and antiquity ; neither did he reject 


them out of an affectation of ſingularity, or pride 


of ſuperior underſtanding. No; for while he o- 
verturned opinions built upon ſuch ſandy founda- 


tions, he took frequent opportunities of inculca- 


ting, and refining and purifying from every 
corrupt addition, thoſe doctrines that were 


indeed of the oldeſt ſtanding. With what free 


dom and boldneſs doth be, in his ſermon up 
on the mount, and on other occafions, vin 


cate the duties of morality from the ancient 


authoriſed gloſſes of the rabbies, that were the 
moſt faſhionable, and, then, the moſt current in- 
terpretations ? So juſt was that report which 
the officers made of him to the Jewiſh council, 

that he ſpoke as never man ſpoke before. Hence 
did his hearers wonder at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of his mouth, and were a- 
ſloniſbed at his doctrine; becauſe he tauglit 
them as one having authority (a), from the good- 


«neſs and excellency of the truths he ſpoke, and not - 


(a) Mark i. 22. 


Ps; 


as 5 the ſeribes, who derived theirs from tradition. 

Farther, his peculiar doctrines, enforced by 
the influence of his example, forward tlie extir- 
pation of prejudice, as they teach good-will to 
the whole of mankind, even to our enemies; 
and thus leave no place for the operation of pre- 
judice with regard to the perſons and opinions 
of others; ſo that bigotry, and blind zeal, its na- 
tural produce, cannot contract our inquiries af- - 
ter truth within the precincts of a party, or the 
narrow bounds of a ſet. Hence we ſee a free 
and impartial examination of the religion of Je- 
ſus every where commended by his apoſtles, 
ho, inſpired by his Spirit, and animated by his 
example, had ſhaken off every prejudice. The 
Bereans were eſteemed by them (a) perſons of 
a noble and generous diſpoſition, for the inge- 
nuous freedom they uſed in puttin g their doc- 
trines to a fair and impartial trial : and they 
ſeem always to have had a religious regard to the 
facred and inviolable ri ights « of reaſon, when they 
warmly exhort the firſt converts to the faith of 
the goſpel, —to be fully perſuaded in their own 
minds (b) ; — to prove all things, and to hold 
faſt that which is beſt (c), that being always 
ready, they might be able to give an anſwer to 
every man that asked a reaſon of the hope that 
was in them, with meekneſs and fear (d) 


(a) Acts xvii. 11. (5) Rom. xiv. 5. 
(e) 1 Theſſ. v. 21. (4) 1 Pet. ii. 15. 


But, 
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Butz in che third and laſt place, As the di- 
vine truths and doctrines which the faith of the 
goſpel teaches, have a moral tendency, by pro- 
poſing the example of Chriſt, as the ſtandard of 
human perfection, and the object of imitation to 
mankind, to abate and remove the influence of 
prejudices that ariſe from the vicious principles 
of education, faſhion, intereſt, authority, anti- 
quity, and novelty ; ſo likewiſe to free our 
minds from the danger we are in by an affecta- 
tion of /ingularity, and a vain pride of ſuperior 
underſtanding, of entertaining too high notions 
of the prerogatives of reaſon, and of falling into 
ſcepticiſm. —— Among theſe doctrines are my- 
ſteries, which no human wiſdom can explain, or 
invention unfold. — Such ate the trinity of 
perſons in the unity of the Godhead, — the fall of 
man, — the incarnation of Chriſt, — the redemp- 
tion of mankind by the merits of his death, —and 
the imperceptible operations of the Holy Ghoſt : 

theſe, and others of the like kind, the plummer 
of our reaſon cannot reach, being deſigned by 
God, whoſe ways and judgments are paſt find- 
ing out, to humble us in a ſenſe of our de- 
pendence, and increaſe our reverence towards 
him, who gives us notices of truths that far 
tranſcend the ſcanty-meafure of our faculties, 
that are not adequate for the comprehenſion of 
ſuch ſublime doctrines. But this ought not to 
hinder our embracing the faith of the goſþel, by 
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raifing a doubting. ond feeptical diſpoſition, or 
by rendering us ſuſpicious of our reaſon, and 
diffident of our powers; fince the revelation 
that contains theſe myſteries hath all the ſigna- 
tures of the authority of God ſtamped upon it, 
both in its internal and external evidences, and 
aſcertains ſo clearly, by bringing life and immor- 
tality to light, another ſtate of exiſtenc abiding 
us beyond death and the grave, Then myſteries 
will have a full reſolution, although now it is 
not within the ſphere of our tinted capacities, 
in this infant ſtate of our being, where we ſee 
but darkly, as through a glaſs, to unlock the 
ſecrets of nature, much leſs meaſure, by our 
ſhallow apprehenſions, the impenetrable coun- 
ſels of Heaven. Theſe ought rather to be ado- 
red, than too curiouſly pried into, unleſs we 
chuſe to wander and fluctuate in abſolute. uncer- 
tainty, and ſo act as fooliſhly as thofe who would 
put ont their candle in the midſt of a dark night; 
becauſe they cannot have the benefit of travelling 
by the light of the ſun. But how wiſely is this 
ſmall portion of light proportioned to our preſent 
ſtate! Had it been more extenſive, perhaps we 
mould have been leſs capable of anſwering the ends 
of our creation, and of fulfilling the duties of the 
ſtation we hold among the works of God; as too 
ſublime underſtandings might have rendered the ſe- 
cular affairs and the occupations of the world bur- 
denſome and inſipid. — The proper buſineſs of 
| our 
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our lives, then, is the improvement of our 
hearts, the regulation of our manners, the art 
of governing our paſſions and appetites. This 
is the province God has aſſigned us here below! 
until that which is perfedt ſhall come, and that 
which is in part ſhall be done away(a). When we 
put off theſe mortal bodies, and enter the invi- 
fible world, then, but not till then, all the per- 
plexing intricate ſcenes of nature, providence, 
and grace, ſhall be unveiled to our view ; nay, 
difplayed in their brighteſt and moſt majeſtic co- 
tours; and our faculties ſhall be ſtrengthened to 
bear the light and luſtre of that amazing day. *' 

The firm perſuaſion of this, which the faith of 
the goſpel eſtabliſhes, would prevent us from 
exalting the claims of reaſon beyond its proper 
limits; or falling into ſcepticiſm, that bids de- 
fiance to the means of conviction, and is ſo per- 
nicious to the ſucceſs of the goſpel. Thus, if 
any continue to give a careful and impartial at- 
tention to the doctrines of Chriſt, they will ſoon 
become his diſciples indeed, and ſhall know 
the truth, and the truth ſhall make them free (b). 

Upon the whole, it is obvious to obſerve, 
that the propagation of the faith of the goſpel is 
the work of God ; ſince thoſe who were intruſt- 
ed with this divine office at firſt were ſimple and 
illiterate men, who had neither power, wealth, 
nor the arts of eloquence, to command the re- 


(a) x Cor, xiii. to. (6) John viii. 37. 32. k 


ſpect 
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ſpect and attention of the world; but by the hare 
expoſition of its doctrines only, accompanied 
with miracles, as the ſeals of their miſſion, and 
the evidences of their authority, ove came all 
oppoſition; and though men of like paſſions 
with others, were intrepid and invincible, in 
enduring hardſhips and ſufferings of every kind, 
nay, the moſt cruel and tormenting deaths their 
_ adverſaries could deviſe, to prevent its propaga- 
tion. Yet the goſpel of Chriſt, without any 
aid from human power, or any probable means 
to render it ſucceſsful in their hands, triumphed 
at laſt over all oppoſition from the vices, luſts, 
and prejudices, of both Jews and Heathens, 
perfecting the religion of the one, and over- 
throwing - that of the other, which had the 
ſanction of education, faſhion, intereſt, autho- 
rity, and antiquity, thefe -powerful principles, 
to prepoſſeſs their minds, and inflame their af- 
fections. Can there be a more convincing 
proof than this, to perſuade us, that a religion, 
ſo efficacious, by the moral tendency of its doc- 
trines, muſt be founded on the authority of God, 
and its ſucceſs owing to a ſupernatural aſſiſt- 
ance ? No power leſs than omnipotent could 
be ſufficient to vanquiſh theſe ; no aſſiſtance leſs 
than divine could inſpire, with unſhaken forti- 
tude and conſtancy, the firſt publiſhers of the 
goſpel, to ſet themſelves in array againſt the na- 


tions and — of the world, whoſe idola- 
| trous 
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trous religion and wicked practices they attempt 


ed to overturn, at the peril of their lives, en- 
gaging the angry and furious reſentment of kings 


and rulers, while they publicly preached the 


goſpel, to open the eyes of the Heathens, that 
they might be turned from darkneſs to light, 
and from the power. of Satan unto God; and 
might recetve the forgiveneſs of ſins, and an in- 


heritance among them which are Ae by 


faith that is in Chriſt (a). 


But as the power of God is apparent in the. 


weakneſs of the inſtruments, and the victory 
which the goſpel obtained over theſe difficulties, 


ſeemingly inſurmountable to human view, in its 


introduction into the world; ſo his wiſdom and: 

eſs is no leſs conſpicuous, in converting 
ſome of thoſe very principles that were the firſt 
and chief cauſes of oppoſition - to it, to be the 
main ſupports of its eſtabliſhment and 
tion, in nations where it is planted, by placing 
the whole weight of their influence int its de- 
fence. —— This is the caſe with us: Idolatry, 
ſuperſtition, Heatheniſh ignorance and barbarity, 


are now, by the good providence of God to- 
wards us, removed from this part of the world. 


The light of the goſpel hath ſhone upon us, and 
given us juſt notions of God, of our duty in pu- 
blic and private life, and of the means and terms 
upon which our acceptance and ſavntion n. 


(a) Ac xxvi. 18, 
Authority 
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Authority . and antiquity plead, for its canti- 
nuance among us, as tranſmitted down at the 
expence of much blood and treaſure, by our 
forefathers, and countenanced by a race of il- 
luſtrious princes; but by none more than our 
royal ſovereign whom God has placed upon the 
throne of theſe realms; a prince who does not 
only employ his authority! in ſupport and defence 
of the Chriſtian religion, but alſo endeavours to 
retrive the power of it in the lives of his ſub- 
jects, by the luſtre of his own example; ſo that 
it is not now oppoſed by the powerful ſway of 
faſhion and intereſt, but is maintained by both in 
its juſt claims. Hence the propagation of it is 
not left to the extraordinary method by miracles, 
that, if as frequent as once they were, might 
have been looked upon as the reſult of the fixed 
and eſtabliſhed laws of nature, but to the ra- 
tional means of inſtruction and education. 


Tuts method, ſo agreeable to the genius of 
our holy religion, and ſo expreſsly injoined by 
its precepts, of training up children in the way 
they ſhould go, when their minds are tender, 
and ſuſceptible of the beſt impreſſions, the wor- 
thy members of the Society for propagating 
Chriſtian knowledge have purſued, with great 
fucceſs, by the erection of charity- ſchools in the 
highlands, iſlands, and other remote corners of 


our native country. I need not repreſent the 
uſefulneſs, 
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4 Slefulnels, nay neceſſity, 6f their endeavours; 
\ not only to introduce the arts of civil and polite 
life, but to ſpread the light of the goſpel more 
eſſectually in thoſe. parts of our nation, from 
whence we have received ſuch ſignal benefits of 
late, by the bravery and heroic courage of its 
inhabitants; many of whom ventured their lives, 
and gloriouſly ſpilt their blood, for the preſerva- 
tion of thoſe juſt rights and privileges we now 
happily enjoy by the reſtoration of public peace. 
Such a deſign merits the attention, and claims 
the regard, of every perſon who is heartily at- 
tached to the intereſts of religion, and the wel- | 
fare of his country ; nay, the angels in heaven, who | 
rejoice in the ſalvation of ſinners, muſt look | 
down upon it with a friendly eye, while they wiſh 
well to the generous and benevolent ſcheme, 5 
formed by the zeal and piety of its undertakers, 
bent upon the heavenly enterpriſe of ſaving the 
ſouls of men, and, by the timely ſuccours of re- 
ligious knowledge, preventing, in thoſe places 
of our land, the fall of virtue and piety, and. 
the fatal increaſe of ignorance and Popery, that 
have been ſo induſtriouſly propagated there by 
the emiſſaries of the Romiſh church. If, then, 
conſiderations from intereſt, - and the patriotic 
principle of love to our country, can prevail; 
— if pity and compaſſion to the ſouls of men; 
if zeal for the glory of God, the ſupport and-en- 


TIE of the Redeemer's kingdom, the hap- 
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pineſs of poſterity, and the preſent proſperity di 
the nation, can in the leaſt, my brethren, move 
the bowels of your Chriſtian compaſſion; —theſe, 
and more, all concur to recommend this noble 
and worthy plan to your favourable eſteem, and 
charitable aſſiſtance, for the maintenance of theſe 
ſchools; at which the number of ſcholars attend- 
ing, 11 am authoriſed to inſorm you, amounts 
at preſent to 6900. This expence cannot be ſup- 
plied by the contributions of one day, -as the de- 
ſign itſelf cannot be brought to perfection but in 
a courſe of years. Eſpecially as the Society. 
have extended their care of late- to propagate 
the goſpel among the Indians in our American 
colonies, as a juſt acknowledgment to God, 
who, by his bleſſing upon our arms; has added 
fuch a large extent of territory to the Britiſh 
crown, and a grateful return to them from whom 
we have already, and may till expect to reap, 
great advantages, by trade and commerce. The 
accounts from thence are favourable. Theſe 
people, who are now fitting in darkneſ5, and in 
the ſhadow of death, in thoſe dark corners of 
the earth, that may be juſtly ſtyled the habita- 
tions of cruelty, are deſirous to hear the unfearch- 
able riches of Chriſt preached among them; and, 
convinced that they are in an ignorant and pe- 
riſhing ſtate, are calling moſt earneſtly to us to 
come over and help them. The harveſt there 
is truly great; but, alas! as yet the labourers 
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are few; the expence great, and the fund ſmall 
that hitherto hath been raiſed to ſupport the 
| of miſſionaries ; who, not ſeeking their 


own profit, but the profit of. many, that they 


may be ſaved, have riſked their eaſe, their health, 
and their lives, to preach the goſpel where the 
name of Chriſt has not ſo much as been named. 
Arguments. in ſuch a plain caſe, where the ho- 

nour of Chriſt, and the falvation of- men is con- 
cerned, to move you to. contribute, according 
to your abilities, to haſten the downfall of ido- 
latry, and the ſubverſion of the ſtrong-holds of 
Satan in thoſe foreign parts, and the improve- 
ment of the remote places of our own country, 
have been ſo often, and ſo well recommended, 
from the place where I now ſtand, that to in- 
ſiſt farther might be thought a reflection upon 
the underſtanding of ſuch a diſcerning audience. 


To conclude, permit me only to put you'in 


mind, that our predeceſſors in former ages 
were once involved in the fame uncultivated 
ſtate of ignorance and barbarity, like thoſe whoſe 
preſent condition claims the aids of our merey 
and charity, and were carried away to dumb i- 
dols, even as they are now led, and might have 
remained under the ſame miſerable yoke, had 
not the zeal and charity of others moved them to 
communicate the light of the goſpel to our iſle. 
As we are become the depoſitaries.of this ſacred 
light, we are under the ſtrongeſt obligations, 

; F 2 from. 
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from gratitude to God, love to our Saviour, and 
a conviction of the manifold bleſſings we en- 
joy by its efficacy and influence, not to conceal 
it under a buſhel, but to impart it to others, 
for whom, as yet, no portion has been provided, 
The diſpenſations of Divine Providence appear 
to promiſe, that an effectual door will be open- 
ed for the converſion of the Heathen ; and fore- 
. bode, that the time foretold by our Saviour and 
the ancient prophets is faſt approaching, when 
6 .the goſpel ſhall be preached in all the world, for 
| a witneſs to all nations (a). Then ſhall men 
fear the name of the Lord from the weſt, and 
his glory from the riſing ſun ; the abundance of 
the ſea ſhall be converted to, him ; the forces of 
the Gentiles ſhall come ; the ſhips of Tarſhiſb 
firſt, to bring her ſons from far; Tubal and 
Javan, and the iſles afar of, that have not 
heard of his fame (6). 

Having, then, ſuch motives to excite our 
zeal, that may provoke others to lend their 
friendly aſſiſtance, let us, as fellow-helpers of 
one another's joy, ſtrive together for ſupporting 
:the faith of the goſpel amongſt ourſelves, and 
extending the knowledge of it to others; 
remembering that God, who approves of our 
laudable efforts, will not forget our labours of 

| love and works of charity. Theſe will ſecure 
| the favours of his grace here, and will be produ- 
(e) Marth. xxiv, 14. (6) II. x. 19. K. f. 9. evi. 19. 

ced 
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ced to our comfort hereafter. The celeſtial joys 
of the heavenly ſtate will be greatly improved 
and heightened to us, when, after the diſſolu- 
tion of our mortal bodies, we ſhall be admitted 
to the fruition of them, with the converts of 
our charity, and behold their unſpeakable feli- 
city whom we have been inſtrumental in ſaving 
from death. Their praiſes and grateful acclama- 
tions will attend us to the throne of God, and 
preſent us to the crown of glory prepared for 
them who turn many to righteouſneſs, who ſhall 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and as 
ſtars for ever and ever (a). 
(c.) Dan. xi. 3. 
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In London, Meſl. Roffey and Company, Merz 
1 chants. 

mM! Edinburgh, Mr 2 Davidſon, v Writer to 
| the Signet. - 
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Item, I give and bequeath the ſum of 
| to the Society in Scotland for propagating Chri- 
4 ſtian Knowledge, to be applied [either to the 
| purpoſes of the firſt or ſecond charters, as the 
donor pleaſes. I 


Committee of DIRECTORS for 
the year 1764. 


Fames Smollet of Bonkill, Eſq; his Majeſty's 
ſheriff-depute for the ſhire of Dumbarton, and 
one of the Commiſlaries of Edinburgh, Preſes. 

| Mr Joſin Erskine, one of the Miniſters of Edin- 

f burgh. 

Mr Archibald Wallace, Merchant in Edinburgh. 

Mr James Robertſon, Profeſſor of Oriental Lan- 
guages in the Univerſity of Edinburgh. 
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Mr Albert Munro of Coull hy 

Mr William Miller, Bookſeller in Edinburgh. | 

Mr Robert Walker, Surgeon there. | 

Mr Robert Ruſſell, Merchant there. 6 

Mr Alexander Tait, one of the Principal ( Clerks 
of Seſſion. | 

Mr George Langlands, Surgeon in Edinburgh. 

Mr Fohn Foreſt, Merchant there. 

Mr William Ramſay of Preſton. 

Dr Patrick Cuming, one of the Miniſters of E- 
dinburgh. 

Mr William Wilſon of Soonhope, Writer in E- 
dinburgh. 

Mr William Dickſon, Dyer in Edinburgh. 


The Moſt Honourable the Marquis of Lothian is 
Preſident of the General Court. 
The Right Honourable William Crant of Pre- 
 ſtongrange, one of the Senators of the Col- 
lege of Juſtice, Secretary. | 
George Drummond, Eſq; preſent Lord Provoſt 
of Edinburgh, Comptroller. 
Robert Chalmers, Accountant. 
Fohn Davidſon, Writer to the Signet, Trea- 
ſurer. 
Alexander Stevenſon, Writer in Edinburgh, 
Clerk. 
David Ruſſell, Accountant there, Bookholder. 
James Brown, Bookſeller. 
Alexander Coutts, Officer. 
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